THE PSYCHOANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
Homosexual
and
heterosexual
development
in girls
 love toward persons of one sex rather than toward those of
the other be largely determined by the manifestations of
affection that the child receives, it would seem that the sexual
inclinations of the parents must exert a great influence in the
formation of the sexual character of their children, e. g. that
marked heterosexuality in the parents would tend—through its
effects on parental preferences and quite apart from any hereditary
influences—to produce equally developed heterosexual inclinations
in the children, whereas homosexually disposed parents would
tend in a similar way to bring up homosexual children.
If on the other hand, the direction of a child's object love
depends chiefly upon innate instinctive factors, the sexual dis-
positions of the parents will play a much less important r6le
in the mental history of the child and will be influential only
in so far as they are directly inherited. The progress of psycho-
logical research, statistical and psycho-analytic—will, we may
hope, cast much light upon this problem in the near future.
Another interesting question relating to the direction of
object love towards the parents is connected with the fact
that, in the case of female children, the influences making
towards heterosexual choice of object would seem, under normal
conditions of upbringing, to be liable to conflict with the
tendency for the affections of the child to go out in the first
place towards those to whom the child is chiefly indebted for
the satisfaction of its more immediate bodily needs. Under
these circumstances it might perhaps be expected that it would
be usual for girls to pass through a stage of mother love before
transferring the greater part of their affection to their father.
There is much reason to think that the number of girls
retaining an unusual or pathological degree of mother love in
later years is greater than the number of boys retaining a
corresponding degree of father love; if this be the case, it may
perhaps be held to show,that the mother is indeed the first
object of affection in both boys and girls and that some of the
latter retain marked traces of this stage of their development
throughout subsequent life. Additional evidence pointing in the
same direction seems to be forthcoming from a number of
pathological cases among adult women, the study of which has
revealed the existence of a persistent and intense attachment to
the mother; this attachment being of an infantile character and
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